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Class of 2022
#### House

Welcome to Dartmouth!!



Purpose of Session

• To answer questions about the morning session
• To give direction to Orientation and choosing classes
• To discuss the Honor Principle
• Approaching classes
• How to read a syllabus
• What is Canvas

• Starter advice on picking classes



Course Election Timeline
• Today 

• Group Advising (this session) and “Getting Started in Math and Science”

• Friday – Open Houses

• Weekend

• Explore Curriculum

• Fill out Advising Questionnaire

• Participate in programming.

• Monday –

• Pre-Health Information Session, 9-10AM, Moore Hall, Filene Auditorium

• Pre-Health D-Plan Advising; drop in Open Hours, 10:30-5PM, Haldeman Center, 
Room 125

• Advisor meeting afternoon, 12-5PM.

• Must elect three choices by 6PM

• Schedule available after 8PM

• Tuesday

• 8AM-6PM: Drop/Add. Course adjustments. (Esp. Writing 5)

• Wednesday

• 7:45: Start of Classes



Course election timeline



Friday: Open Houses



Weekend



Monday: Advising and Course election



Tuesday



Wednesday: Classes Start



Exploring Classes

• Explore, Engage, Excel

• The Timetable

• The ORC [= Organization, 
Regulations, Courses]

https://students.dartmouth.edu/undergraduate-deans/sites/students_undergraduate_deans.prod/files/students_undergraduate_deans/wysiwyg/explore_engage_excel.pdf
http://oracle-www.dartmouth.edu/dart/groucho/timetable.main
http://dartmouth.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/orc/Departments-Programs-Undergraduate


Reading your Placement Record



Writing 5 Descriptions
• Through the Registrar’s page, on “registration” tab.

• Through the time table.
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Course number
Course title

Course description

Instructor (This is the Professor)

This course is identical to NAS 18 
(Native American Studies) 

This course has prerequisites

This course fulfills the “TMV” 
(Thought meaning and value) 
Distributive, and the Non-Western 
cultures WorldCulture Distributive.
This is “live” information

The course is offered in the Fall of 
2018 and 2019, in the 2A 
timeblock www.dartmouth.edu/~reg/courses

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~reg/courses


Advising Questionnaire



What are your principal academic interests at 
this time? (include any possible majors, subjects 
you might like to study, etc.)

How certain do you feel about knowing what you 
want to study at Dartmouth? Please note that 
there is absolutely nothing binding about your 
answer. 
What are your favorite ways to spend time? 
Language Information.

What do you think your adviser should know 
about you? 

What are some of the things you hope your 
adviser will be able to help you with? 

What is your understanding of Dartmouth's 
honor principle? 

What is the single question about the world that 
interests you most, and that you would most like 
to have the opportunity to explore, either inside 
or outside of the classroom? 

What are your goals for your Dartmouth 
education? 



How do I know who my faculty advisor is?



Some Principles for Choosing Classes

• Keep the “liberal arts” mission in mind as you choose classes. Explore 
a range of subjects. Don’t make the mistake of thinking your 
education lies in the information you memorize.

• Explore
• NB: For the class of 2018: 69% (748 out of 1086) did not major in what they 

thought they were going to study, or what the listed as their principal 
academic interest, when they arrived to campus.  And 77% (835 out of 1086) 
majored in something other than they thought they would when they 
arrived.  

• Make sure you have at least one small class

• Consider foreign study (LSAs, FSPs)

• Think about opportunities for research or other intellectual 
collaboration (ex: WISP, etc.)



Undergraduate Deans Office Drop in Hours

• Student Advising Center. Suite 125, First Floor Baker-Berry 
Library (Entrance off the Circulation/Reference Area)

• Drop in Hours during Orientation
• Monday Sept. 10th - 12:00 PM – 6:00 PM  
• Tuesday Sept. 11th – 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM (Course change support)

• Drop in Hours during the year
• Starting Wednesday Sept. 12 until last day of classes (Nov. 13th). 

Daily drop-in hours (M-F 1:00 – 4:00 PM).



Honor Principle (excerpt)

Fundamental to the principle of independent learning are the 
requirements of honesty and integrity in the performance of academic 
assignments, both in and out of the classroom. Dartmouth operates on 
the principle of academic honor, without proctoring of examinations. 
Any student who submits work which is not his or her own, or commits 
other acts of academic dishonesty, violates the purposes of the college 
and is subject to disciplinary actions, up to and including suspension or 
separation.
The Academic Honor Principle depends on the willingness of students, 
individually and collectively, to maintain and perpetuate standards of 
academic honesty. Each Dartmouth student accepts the responsibility 
to be honorable in the student's own academic affairs, as well as to 
support the Principle as it applies to others.

http://www.dartmouth.edu/judicialaffairs/honor/



You are responsible for:

Read Sources 
http://writing-speech.dartmouth.edu/learning/materials/sources-and-
citations-dartmouth

Read Dartmouth Honor Principle
http://dartmouth.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/orc/Regulations/Under
graduate-Study/Academic-Honor

Read Dartmouth Principles of Community
https://student-affairs.dartmouth.edu/policy/principles-community

http://writing-speech.dartmouth.edu/learning/materials/sources-and-citations-dartmouth
http://dartmouth.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/orc/Regulations/Undergraduate-Study/Academic-Honor
https://student-affairs.dartmouth.edu/policy/principles-community


Schedule of Classes
Dartmouth’s timetable of classes will structure your week.



Reading a Syllabus

• A syllabus:
• Is an overall description of the course, its topic, its learning goals, and its 

general arc or structure over the term
• Will outline expectations (attendance, computer use, etc.)
• Will outline assignments, grading criteria, due dates
• Will often (but not always) give schedule of reading. These may change or 

shift with the progression of the class in any given term
• A syllabus is not a binding contract

•Read your syllabi !!
• Look at all three syllabi to see how they interact/overlap, viz: 

Assignments and workload and exam schedule



What is Canvas?



Some general advice

• Go to class (always!)
• 10-week terms go very fast
• Get sleep
• Get to know your faculty
• Invest in some extra-curricular activities
• Learn how to be a student first; don’t overdo extra-curriculars, 

particularly in your first two terms
• Treat school as your job



Expectations of College level work 
• Students are not consumers. And students are not clients. 

• The student is responsible to be open to learning, and to take ownership of their 
own work.  This includes deadlines, assignments, time management, etc.

• You are responsible for the content of syllabi.

• Email is the official medium of communication of the college. You are 
responsible for reading email and other mechanisms of class communication.  
You should respond to an email by a faculty or administrator within 24 hours.

• You are expected to be respectful.  (This includes observing etiquette and 
decorum, in email communication)

• Don’t be afraid to ask for help.



Above all…

• Be sure to elect course choices that you are excited about and interested in.   
The best thing you can do for your academic success is be excited about what 
you’re learning!

• Think about fall term, but also your goals for the year

• Don’t pre-determine your course of study. More than 2 out of 3 students do not 
end up majoring in what they thought they would when they arrived.

• Have fun!


